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HITLER’S  SECRET  WEAPON- 
THE  FIFTH  COLUMN 


Objects  of  the  Commentary: 

— to  investigate  the  true  nature  of  the  Fifth 
Column ; 

— to  shoiv  from  what  elements  the  Fifth 
Column  is  recruited; 

— to  reveal  the  guises  and  manoeuvres  which 
characterise  its  work; 

— to  bring  out  the  key  importance  of  pre¬ 
serving  and  strengthening  the  unity 
against  fascism  which  it  is  the  first  object 
of  the  Fifth  Column  to  destroy. 


INTRODUCTION 

The  favourable  prospects  which  now 
exist  for  the  complete  and  speedy  destruc¬ 
tion  of  German  fascism  are  due  to  two 
main  factors:  the  growing  unity  of  the 
States  and  nations  combined  together  in 
the  anti-Hitler  coalition  of  freedom-loving 
nations,  and  the  growing  weight  of  the 
offensive  blows  launched  against  fascism 
from  East  and  West.  The  more  desperate 
their  situation  becomes,  the  more  fever¬ 
ishly  the  Nazis  endeavour  to  avert  catas¬ 
trophe  by  political  manoeuvres  designed  to 
break  up  this  unity  and  prevent  a  decisive, 
simultaneous  combined  offensive  of  the 
United  Nations  through  the  opening  of  a 
second  land  front  in  Western  Europe. 
These  manoeuvres  would  be  doomed  to 
certain  failure  but  for  the  fact  that  within 
the  United  Nations  there  are  elements  who 
do  Hitler’s  work  for  him — the  Nazi  Fifth 
Column. 

WHAT  IS  THE  FIFTH 
•  COLUMN? 

The  term  "  Fifth  Column  ”  is  now 
widely  understood  to  mean  that  section  of 
a  nation,  or  those  individuals  within  a 
nation,  who  betray  their  country  to  its 
enemies  by  working  within  the  nation  to 
aid  the  attack  of  these  enemies  from 
without.  Along  with  the  word  “  quis¬ 
ling,”  the  words  “  Fifth  Column  ”  will  go 
down  in  history  as  the  term  used  to  brand 


those  traitors  who,  in  the  period  of  the 
Nazi  bid  for  world  domination,  betrayed 
their  country  and  humanity  by  working 
with  and  for  the  Nazis. 

WHEN  DID  THIS  TERM 

•  FIRST  COME  INTO  USE? 

In  1936,  during  the  war  waged  by  Hitler 
and  Mussolini  and  their  puppet,  the  fascist 
General  Franco,  against  the  Spanish 
Republic.  One  of  the  fascist  Generals 
directing  the  offensive  against  Madrid 
boasted  that  he  would  overcome  the  heroic 
Republican  defence  and  capture  the  city 
because: — 

”  Four  columns  of  our  army  approach 
Madrid  from  four  directions,  and  when 
they  arrive  they  will  be  joined  by  a  Fifth 
Column  which  is  within  the  city,  preparing 
to  open  the  gates  for  them.” 

WHY  DO  THE  NAZIS  NEED 

•  A  FIFTH  COLUMN? 

The  imperialist  rulers  of  Nazi  Germany 
have  set  themselves  a  mad,  barbaric  aim: 
to  conquer  and  enslave  the  world,  stamp¬ 
ing  out  the  national  independence  of  the 
nations  and  the  democratic  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  peoples. 

But  German  resources  in  raw  materials, 
industrial  capacity,  military  strength  and 
man  power — even  when  combined  with 
those  of  the  junior  partners  and  satellites 
in  the  fascist  axis — are  greatly  inferior  to 
the  combined  resources  of  the  nations 
menaced  by  Nazi  aggression.  Conse¬ 
quently,  the  Nazis  can  achieve  their  aim 
of  world  conquest  only  by  preventing  or 
disrupting  unity  between  and  within 
each  of  these  nations. 

Here,  then,  we  see  the  purpose  for  which 
Nazi  imperialism  needs  a  Fifth  Column: 
to  act  as  that  force  which  will  work 
within  the  nations  threatened  by 
fascism  to  prevent  or  disrupt  the 
national  and  international  unity 
against  which  fascism  must  inevitably 
break  its  neck! 


IS  THE  FIFTH  COLUMN  A 

•  MODERN  TROJAN  HORSE? 

In  the  legend  of  the  Trojan  horse  the 
City  of  Troy  was  conquered  after  a  ten- 
year  siege  because  the  Greeks 
*'  contrived  a  wooden  horse,  in  whose  hollow 
belly  many  of  the  Greek  heroes  hid  them¬ 
selves  .  .  .  the  Trojans  conveyed  this 
wooden  horse  into  Troy;  iri  the  night  the 
Greeks  stole  out,  opened  the  gates  to  their 
friends,  and  Troy  was  taken.” 

But  the  Nazi  Fifth  Column  is  not  made 
up  of  Germans  sent  into  the  camp  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  made  up  and  led  by  people 
of  the  country  concerned — Laval  and 
Doriot  in  France;  ‘  Quisling  in  Norway; 
Mosley  and  his  ilk  in  Britain. 

ARE  THE  FIFTH  GOLUMN- 

•  ISTS  “  PRO- GERMANS  ”? 

No,  they  are  pro-fascists.  While 
Germany  was  still  a  democratic  republic 
and  might  still  provide  a  progressive  lead 
to  the  other  countries  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  those  from  whom  the  Fifth 
Column  is  recruited  were  its  mortal 
enemies.  When  Hitler  was  installed  in 
power  and  proclaimed  that  henceforth 
Germany  would  serve  as  a  “  bulwark 
against  Bolshevism,”  as  the  executioner 
of  “  liberalism  ”  and  ”  Marxism,”  they 
were  responsible  for  providing  the  loans 
and  credits  that  made  it  possible  for  Hitler 
to  commence  building  up  the  military 
machine  that  must  now  be  smashed. 
ARE  FIFTH  COLUMNISTS 

•  THE  SAME  AS  THE  SPIES 
OF  FORMER  WARS? 

Recently  a  member  of  Mosley’s  British 
Union  of  Fascists  was  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  for  espionage  as  an  agent  of 
the  Nazis.  But  betrayal  of  military 
secrets  to  the  enemy  is  not  the  most 
characteristic  or  even  the  most  dangerous 
aspect  of  Fifth  Column  work.  The  hall¬ 
mark  of  the  Fifth  Column  is  its  political 
tvork,  aimed  at  softening-up  the  country 
by  disrupting  its  unity  and  undermining 
its  morale  as  the  preliminary  to  Nazi 
invasion,  or  to  avert  defeat  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  surrender  of  the  Nazis  by  some 
form  of  negotiated  peace  that  would  leave 
the  Nazis  in  power. 

HAVE  THERE  BEEN  FIFTH 

•  COLUMNS  IN  PREVIOUS 
WARS? 

History  provides  many  examples  of 
sections  of  nations  calling  in  the  services 
of  an  enemy  nation  to  crush  the  pro¬ 
gressive  forces  within  their  own  country. 

In  France,  Laval  and  Doriot  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  Thiers,  the  head  of  the 
”  Government  of  National  Defence  ” 
which — during  the  Franco-Prussian  war 


in  1 87 1 — capitulated  to  the  invaders. 
These  traitors  not  only  accepted  a  humilia¬ 
ting  peace,  but  entered  into  league  with 
Bismarck  to  suppress  the  Paris  Commune, 
which  symbolised  the  will  of  the  common 
people  of  France  to  wage  a  war  of  national 
liberation  against  the  invading  Prussian 
armies. 

In  Russia,  when  the  Soviets  were 
becoming  a  power  during  1917,  Kerensky 
(then  head  of  the  Provisional  Government 
set  up  after  the  fall  of  Tsarism)  conspired 
to  open  the  front  so  that  Petrograd  (noAV 
Leningrad)  could  be  occupied  by  the 
armies  of  Imperial  Germany  and  the 
movement  of  the  people  for  a  Soviet 
Government  broken  up  at  its  strongest 
point. 

In  Finland,  where  General  Mannerheim 
called  in  the  service  of  German  armies  in 
1918  to  overthrow  the  People’s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Government. 

Such  are  the  examples  from  past 
history.  But  never,  throughout  all 
history,  has  national  betrayal  shown  itself, 
as  it  does  in  our  own  day,  as  an  inter¬ 
national  phenomenon,  linked  with  fascist 
powers  that  work  for  world  conquest  and 
the  destruction  of  the  democratic  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  people. 

WHAT,  THEN,  IS  THE  BASIS 
•  FOR  THE  FIFTH  COLUMN? 

From  the  foregoing,  the  following 
conclusions  can  be  drawn: 

— the  basis  of  the  Fifth  Column  is  neither  the 
criminal  character  of  individual  traitors, 
nor  any  kind  of  national  sentiment  {e.g., 
‘‘  pro-Germanism  ”) ;  it  has  apolitical  and 
class  basis; 

— this  has  its  foundation  in  sympathy  with 
and  support  for  the  Nazi  programme  of 
economic  enslavement  of  the  people, 
destruction  of  their  democratic  rights  and 
liberties,  crushing  the  progressive  and 
Labour  movements  and  the  Land  of 
Socialism,  the  U.S.S.R. 

It  follows  from  this  that  the  Fifth 
Column  in  any  country  is  recruited  from 
two  main  sources: 

In  the  first  place,  it  springs  from  that 
section  of  the  wealthy  who — fearing  the 
progress  of  democracy  and  caring  only  for 
clinging  on  to  their  vested  interests  and 
class  privileges — are  prepared  to  betray 
the  national  interest  by  calling  in  1die  aid 
of  Nazi  bayonets  to  suppress  the  demo¬ 
cracy  they  hate.  Mr.  Jackson,  Attorney 
General  of  the  U.S.A.,  exposed  the  Nazi 
efforts  to  play  upon  the  profiteering 
proclivities  of  this  section  when  he  said : 
"  the  Axis  Powers  were  trying  to  soften  the 
U.S.A.,  as  they  did  in  France,  by  promise 
of  business  orders  and  profits.  Thus  they 
hoped  to  create  a  Fifth  Column  among  men 
of  influence  and  respectability.” 
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In  the  second  place,  the  Fifth  Column 
is  enlisted  among  thqse  renegades  and 
rejects  from  the  Labour  Movement  and 
the  democratic  cause  who,  in  their  hatred 
of  the  movement  they  have  betrayed, 
place  themselves  in  the  service  of  its  worst 
enemies. 

HOW  DOES  THE  FIFTH 

•  COLUMN  DO  ITS  WORK  ? 

To  achieve  its  ends  this  handful  of 
traitors  must  work  in  such  a  Avay  as  to 
influence  the  thoughts  of  millions  and 
direct  them  into  activities  which  involve 
the  destruction  of  their  own  interests  and 
those  of  their  nation.  This  the  Fifth 
Column  must  do  without  openly  revealing 
its  pro-fascist,  anti-national  aims. 

Hence,  they  disguise  their  treacherous 
purpose  behind  an  ardent  pseudo-patriot¬ 
ism  (e.g.,  Petain  as  the  “  Saviour  of 
France”;  Mosley  as  the  self-proclaimed 
champion  of  ‘‘  Britain  First  ”)  or  pseudo¬ 
militant  pseudo-socialism  (e.g.,  the  vocif¬ 
erous  propaganda  of  the  Trotskyist  groups 
for  ‘‘  Socialism  Now  ”). 

Understanding  that  in  a  just  war  of 
liberation  the  strength  of  a  people  lies 
in  its  unity  and  morale,  the  Fifth 
Columnists  make  it  their  first  objec¬ 
tive  to  undermine  and  destroy  these. 

Basing  themselves  on  the  class  char¬ 
acter  of  capitalist  society,  they  seek  to 
inflame  and  magnify  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  unity  against  fascism  that  are 
inevitable  in  a  class  society.  By  means  of 
a  two-pronged  drive,  from  the  right  and 
from  the  left,  they  work  to  a  common 
purpose,  though  with  different  arguments 
and  methods,  on  both  sides  of  the  main 
class  divisions. 

In  German  propaganda  to  Britain 
this  technique  is  employed:  ‘‘Lord 
Haw-Haw  ”  to  appeal  to  the  anti-socialist 
sections;  the  ‘‘  Workers’  Challenge  ” 
broadcasts  meant  to  appeal  to  workers 
and,  in  practice,  providing  the  Trotskyists 
groups  and  papers  with  ammunition  for 
their  propaganda. 

In  Spain  the  Fifth  Column  operated 
through  members  of  the  ‘‘  Falange  ”  (an 
organisation  inspired  and  directed  by  the 
Nazi  Ambassador  to  Franco)  among 
wavering  sections  of  the  wealthier  people 
and  regular  army  officers,  and  through  the 
Trotskyist  so-called  Marxist  Party  of 
Workers  Unity  (POUM)  among  the 
workers. 

In  France  the  ‘‘  right  prong  ”  of  the 
pincers  was  represented  by  the  Cagoulards 
(the  ‘‘  Hooded  Men  ”)  and  the  Croix  de 
Feu  .(the  ‘‘Fiery  Cross”),  and  the  ‘‘left 


prong  ”  by  the  work  of  Trotskyist  and 
other  renegades  such  as  Doriot  and 
Marcel  Deat. 

Within  Britain  the  crudest  example  of 
this  technique  may  be  seen  by  a  com¬ 
parison  of  the  outspokenly  reactionary 
paper.  The  Patriot,  and  the  Trotskyist 
sheets  such  as  The  Socialist  Appeal.  One 
is  directed  to  the  fascist-minded  sections 
among  the  wealthy;  the  other  is  spread 
among  woi'king  people.  The  language 
differs,  but  the  matter  and  object  is  the 
same — to  disrupt  unity  against  fascism 
and  undermine  the  morale  of  the  people. 

IS  THERE  A  FIFTH  COLUMN 

•  IN  RUSSIA? 

Mr.  Davies,  former  American  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  recounts  the  following 
in  his  famous  book,  Mission  to  Moscow : 

“  Someone  in  the  audience  asked,  ‘  What 
about  the  Fifth  Column  in  Russia?  ’  Off 
the  anvil,  I  said :  ‘  T here  are  not  any — 
they  shot  them.’  ” 

Here  Mr.  Davies  is  referring  to  the  trial 
and  conviction  in  1937  1938  of 

Trotskyist  counter-revolutionary  elements, 
groups  of  traitors  in  the  Soviet  Government 
apparatus  and  in  the  Red  Army  who  were 
caught  red-handed  in  Fifth  Column  work, 
preparing  to  open  the  front  to  the  Nazis. 

The  significance  of  these  trials  as  a 
public  revelation  and  warning  of  the  Fifth 
Column  tactics  developed  by  the  Nazis 
was  not  generally  understood  and  often 
misrepresented  at  the  time  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  That  there  has  been  no  Fifth 
Column,  in  the  U.S.S.R.  working  from 
within  the  country  to  aid  the  Nazi  military 
onslaught  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Soviet 
Government  had  sufficient  foresight  and 
firmness  to  tackle  it  in  good  time.  The 
commonsense  of  the  matter  has  been 
expressed  by  Voroshilov  (as  quoted  by 
Mr.  Davies  in  Mission  to  Moscow)  : 

“  It  is  easier  for  a  burglar  to  break 
into  a  house  if  he  has  an  accomplice 
to  let  him  in.  We  have  taken  care  of 
his  accomplice.” 

ARE  THE  FIGHTERS  FOR 

•  LIBERATION  IN  THE  OCCU¬ 
PIED  COUNTRIES  A  FIFTH 
COLUMN? 

Within  the  Nazi  camp  millions  of  men 
and  women  from  all  walks  of  life  are 
waging  a  heroic,  ever-increasing  struggle 
to  expel  the  Nazi  invaders,  to  overthrow 
the  quislings,  to  restore  the  national  inde¬ 
pendence  of  their  countries,  and  to  regain 
their  lost  democratic  rights  and  liberties. 
These  millions  are  the  true  patriots  of 
their  country.  They  are  no  Fifth  Column, 
and  should  never  be  referred  to  as  such. 


The  Fifth  Column  has  no  roots 
among  the  people,  and  dare  not  reveal 
its  true  character  and  aims — e^ccept 
when  its  work  is  done  and  it  is  already 
under  the  protection  of  Nazi  bayonets 
and  tommy-guns  which  shelter  them 
from  the  wrath  of  their  countrymen. 
Till  then,  it  must  disguise  its  real 
programme  and  aims  behind  a 
smokescreen  of  lies  and  deception. 

The  fighters  for  national  liberation  are 
the  people ;  they  disdain  to  conceal  their 
aim  of  expelling  the  invaders  and  punish¬ 
ing  the  quislings. 

IS  THERE  A  FIFTH  COLUMN 

•  IN  BRITAIN? 

Under  Defence  Regulation  i8b.  several 
hundred  citizens  of  this  country  have  been 
interned  precisely  on  the  grounds  that 
their  records  gave  reason  to  believe  that, 
left  at  liberty,  they  would  act  as  organisers 
of  Fifth  Column  work.  Among  them  are 
Mosley  and  other  leaders  of  the  B.U.F., 
with  prominent  figures  from  other  pro¬ 
fascist  groups,  including  one  M.P. 

It  would  be  folly,  however,  to  imagine 
that  the  internment  of  these  people  has 
eliminated  the  Fifth  Column  element. 
Hitler  certainly  did  not  think  so,  as  was 
revealed  by  Mr.  CHURCHILL  when  he 
said  (27.1.42): — 

“  When  Rtidolph  Hess  flew  over  here  some 
months  ago  he  firmly  believed  that  he  had 
only  to  gain  access  to  certain  circles  in  this 
country  for  what  he  described  as  the 
Churchill  clique  to  be  thrown  out  of  power 
and  for  a  government  to  be  set  up  with 
which  Hitler  could  negotiate  a  magnani¬ 
mous  peace.” 

Who  were  the  persons  in  this  “  certain 
circle,"  and  who  were  the  people  who 
would  form- this  government  to  negotiate 
a  peace  on  Hitler’s  terms,  has  never  been 
revealed.  But  it  would  be  feckless  com¬ 
placency  to  believe  that  they  have  all  been 
exposed,  interned,  or  otherwise  made 
harmless. 

HOW  CAN  FIFTH  COLUMN- 

•  ISTS  BE  SPOTTED  AND 
EXPOSED? 

It  is  not  easy  in  any  given  case  to  prove 
that  "  this  is  the  work  of  Fifth  Column¬ 
ists.”  The  would-be  quisling  does  not 
spread  his  cards  on  the  table.  Moreover, 
the  groups  that  do  show  part  of  their  cards 
and  become  suspect — the  British  National 
Party,  the  ‘‘  i8b.  Committee,”  the 
Trotskyist  groups,  etc. — are  only  the 
snipers,  and  not  the  main  body  of  the 
column,  far  from  being  its  generals.  They 
create  trouble  and  diversions  on  the  flank, 
drawing  fire  on  themselves — and  away 
from  the  main  body  and  its  leaders. 


However,  tlieir  work  does  reveal  the 
type  of  arguments  and  activities  which  the 
Fifth  Columnists  deliberately  generate 
themselves,  or  which  they  can  exploit 
because  it  plays  into  their  hands.  The 
one  factor  that  is  common  to  all  these 
is  that — whether  deliberately  or  un¬ 
consciously,  from  malice  or  “  well- 
meaning  ”  mistake — they  tend  in 
practice  to  undermine  morale,  disrupt 
unity^i-divert  the  people  from  the  war 
effort,  and  sow  discord  between  the 
United  Nations. 

Examples  of  this  are;  anti-semitism  and 
other  forms  of  racialistic  hatred;  anti- 
Soviet  and  anti-American  propaganda; 
proposals  for  pulling  the  Labour  repre¬ 
sentatives  out  of  the  Government  or 
otherwise  destroying  national  unity  : 
hostility  to  trade  unions  and  Joint 
Production  Committees  by  employers; 
incitements  to  strike  action  by  Trotsky¬ 
ists,  etc.,  etc. 

The  basis  of  the  fight  against  the 
Fifth  Column,  therefore,  is  the  positive 
programme  of  action  to  strengthen 
unity  of  action  against  fascism  in  all 
branches  of  the  war  effort,  together 
with  resolute  measures  against  every 
example  of  disruptive  activity  that 
can  only  serve  the  game  of  Hitler’s 
Fifth  Column. 

HOW  CAN  THE  LABOUR 
•  MOVEMENT  PLAY  ITS 
PART? 

More  and  more  the  working  class 
throughout  the  world  is  coming  to  the  fore 
as  the  banner  bearer  of  the  nation  against 
its  enemies  from  within  and  from  without, 
as  the  most  decisive  force  in  the  liberation 
struggle  against  fascism. 

In  France,  the  struggle  of  the  working 
class,  the  fact  that  it  has  forged  unity  in 
the  course  of  this  struggle,  has  inspired  the 
whole  nation  to  take  up  the  fight  in  a  more 
resolute  and  vigorous  manner. 

In  Britain,  the  quality  that  Marx 
described  as  ”  the  indestructible  excellence 
of  the  English  popular  masses  ”  has  been  a 
vital  factor  in  the  war  effort.  That  the 
Labour  Movement  has  not  yet  become  the 
decisive  force  within  the  framework  of 
unity  against  the  common  enemy  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  wmrk  of  building  the 
unity  of  Labour  has  not  yet  been  com¬ 
pleted.  But — despite  all  setbacks — it  pro¬ 
gresses.  Against  the  unity  of  Britain’s 
Labour  Movement  the  Fifth  Column 
of  Hitler  in  our  midst  would  be  made 
powerless. 

SUGGESTED  READING  • 

Clear  out  Hitler’ s  Agents.  W.Wainright,  2d. 
Hitler's  Agents  Exposed.  J.  Mahon,  3d. 
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